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anecdote of Johnson's triumphing over his pupil David Gar-
rick. When that great actor had played some little time at
Goodman's-fields, Johnson and Taylor went to see him per-
form, and afterwards passed the evening at a tavern with
him and old Giffard. Johnson, who was ever depreciating
stage-players, after censuring some mistakes in emphasis
which Garrick had committed in the course of that night's
acting, said, The players, Sir, have got a kind of rant, with
which they run on, without any regard either to accent or
emphasis.1 Both Garrick and Giffard were offended at this
.sarcasm, and endeavoured to refute it; upon which Johnson
rejoined, 'Well now, I'll give you something to speak, with
which you are little acquainted, and then we shall see how
just my observation is. That shall be the criterion. Let me
hear you repeat the ninth Commandment, "Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbour,"3 Both tried at it,
said Dr Taylor, and both mistook the emphasis, which should
be upon not and false witness. Johnson put them right, and
enjoyed his victory with great glee.

1746 : ^ETAT. 37.] - In 1746 it is probable that he was still
employed upon his Shakspeare, which perhaps he laid aside
for a time, upon account of the high expectations which
were formed of [William] Warburton's edition of that great
poet It is somewhat curious, that his literary career appears
to have been almost totally suspended in the years 1745 and
1746, those years which were marked by a civil war in Great-
Britain, when a rash attempt was made to restore the House
of Stuart to the throne. That he had a tenderness for that
unfortunate House, is well known; and some may fancifully
imagine, that a sympathetick anxiety impeded the exertion
of his intellectual powers: but I am inclined to think, that he
was, during this time, sketching the outlines of his great
philological work.